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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dave Ramsay, City Manager 
 
From: Jenny Gaus, Environmental Services Supervisor 
 Rob Jammerman, Development Engineering Manager 
 Daryl Grigsby, Public Works Director 
 
Date: July 9, 2009 
 
Subject: Response Letter to Bruce White and Teresa Chilelli-White 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
It is recommended that the Council authorize the Mayor to sign the attached response letter to 
Mr. White and Ms. Chilelli-White. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS:   
The letter of inquiry is from residents in the Potential Annexation Area (PAA) and concerns a 
stormwater system that was recently constructed beneath a new public street in the PAA as 
part of a plat that was reviewed and approved by King County.  The letter advises the property 
owners that the City will assume maintenance of systems in the PAA that are currently 
maintained by King County. 
 
 
BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:   
 
Mr. White and Ms. Chilelli-White live downhill (west) of the new plat of Chatham Ridge, which is 
located near the intersection of NE 117th Street and 82nd Ave NE in the PAA.  They are 
concerned about the potential for flooding should the system in Chatham Ridge overflow.  The 
system will be publicly maintained.  It is currently under King County maintenance 
responsibility.  If Kirkland annexes this area, the facility would be maintained by the City.  King 
County DDES has indicated that the system as designed meets or exceeds the requirements of 
the 2005 King County Surface Water Design Manual. To date no flooding has occurred.  In light 
of the fact that the City does not have jurisdiction over the PAA at this time, Mr. White and Ms. 
Chilelli were referred back to King County.  Public Works will keep the correspondence for 
reference should annexation proceed.   
 
 
Attachment A:  Letter and attachments from Bruce White and Teresa Chilelli-White 
Attachment B:  Response letter from Mayor Lauinger to Bruce White and Teresa Chilelli-White 
 
 
 

Council Meeting:  07/21/2009 
Agenda: General Correspondence 
Item #:  8. c. (1).

















































































 

 

 
 
July 21, 2009       D R A F T 
 
 
         
Bruce White and Teresa Chilelli-White 
11724 – 80th Avenue NE 
Kirkland, WA  98034 
 
Re: Response to your Letter dated May 7, 2009 
 
Dear Mr. White and Ms. Chilelli-White: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated May 7, 2009 in which you express concern over a storm 
drainage system approved by King County for a development (known as Chatham Ridge) that is 
adjacent to your home.   
 
As you know, your home is located within Kirkland’s Potential Annexation Area (PAA).  The City 
Council has initiated the process of placing an annexation measure before the voters of the 
PAA, but it is still early in the process.  Residents of the PAA may have the opportunity to vote 
on annexation on November 3, 2009.  If annexation is approved, it is anticipated that the 
effective date will be some time in 2011.  At that point, the City will assume maintenance 
responsibility for storm drainage systems previously maintained by King County in the PAA.  
Until that time, King County will continue to have responsibility for maintaining the system as 
well as responding to your concerns about the adequacy of the system.   
 
Your correspondence (including attachments) was forwarded to Jenny Gaus, Kirkland’s Surface 
Water Engineering Supervisor in the City’s Public Works Department for future reference should 
the annexation proceed.  If you would like to speak with Ms. Gaus, she can be reached at (425) 
587-3850 or jgaus@ci.kirkland.wa.us.  Thank you again for bringing your concerns to the City’s 
attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirkland City Council 
 
 
 
 
By: James L. Lauinger, Mayor 
 
 
Cc: Marie Stake, Communications Program Manager 
 Jenny Gaus, Surface Water Engineering Supervisor 
 Oskar Rey, Assistant City Attorney 
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